
 
October 15, 2020 
 
Dear School Community Members,  
 
It occurs to me that before the pandemic we might have taken public education for granted.  When I 
say “we” I mean all of us - kids, parents and educators too.  In our lifetime, public education has 
always been there and we always expected it would remain, but there was a time when it was hard 
for many children and young people to attend school.  Some thought of attending school as a 
privilege and they valued public education more than we do today because it was seen as a real 
means to opportunity.  Those kids who couldn’t attend and their parents and would be teachers felt a 
sense of grief over lost opportunity.  I think of my own father who had to leave high school after only 
two years to help his family put food on the table and pay rent during the Great Depression.  This was 
one of the reasons that he and so many from previous generations highly valued education and 
demanded good schools, dedicated teachers and why they expected their children to give their best 
and behave every day.  
 
With the pandemic and the constant threats to our schools like potential closings, budget cuts, loss of 
extra-curricular opportunities, etc., we are experiencing a rebirth in how we value what a public 
education means to children and young people.  If there’s a silver lining in this pandemic for school 
communities it may be this, “public education is important and now we remember why.”   
 
Pandemic education and life is stressful for sure but each day I’m reminded of our collective 
perseverance, our strong and earnest will to succeed, our eagerness to work together and find 
solutions, our “never give up” attitude and our desire to preserve opportunities.  After 8 months of 
pandemic, Dansville Schools, and by extension, our broader community are standing tall and proud. 
We may be a little bruised and beat up but we are making it and we will persist.  That may be the best 
lesson we can pass on and model for our students at this time, a time that is shaping their minds and 
forecasting how they will respond to adversity for the rest of their lives.  The stakes are high and “We 
are Dansville.”  Here’s the latest.  
 
ASAP considering expansion to 7th grade.  We are reviewing program participation and enrollment 
and there may be an opportunity to expand ASAP to include 7th graders.  Parents interested in 
enrolling their 7th grade child should contact Sonya Caruso at 335-4000 extension 2307.  If we can 
offer this to 7th graders, we will let you know before the end of next week.  
 



 
Students eat free for the rest of the year!  The United States Department of Agriculture has 
extended the free breakfast and lunch program to all children throughout the 2020-21 school year. 
We continue to feed our students regardless of whether or not they are in-person.  Meals can be 
picked up from the Dansville Primary School drop off loop every Monday and Wednesday morning 
from 9:15am to 10:15am.  More families are taking advantage of this every week.  Please come down! 
 
Mustang Athletics.  We’re proud of our student athletes who have been absolutely fantastic about 
mask compliance.  Thank you to our parents and fans too.  Thank you to our amazing sports boosters 
for serving snacks at games.  We are fortunate to have such great student athletes and supporters! 
 
Ralph Clements Field is now used most evenings for home soccer contests and it needs to be safe 
and secure for student athletes.  This is why Ralph Clements Field will be temporarily closed to the 
public.  The closure is due to damage caused by unauthorized persons who have misused the field by 
digging, removing signage and not picking up after pets.  The field will remain open for organized 
student activities and spectators with LCAA passes.   
 
Everything we say and do is a lesson for our children.  Perseverance, a positive can-do attitude, will 
power to succeed and teamwork are just some of the lessons of the pandemic.  As we exhibit these 
attributes for the children and young people of our community, we are building their stamina and 
preparing them for life.  Persist.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Dr. Paul J. Alioto 
Superintendent 
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Reminders from last week: 
 

Food Distribution.  Foodlink will be distributing free food from the main DCSD parking 
lot on Saturday, October 17, from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  No registration is needed.  Folks 
who don’t have access to a vehicle can ride with others or can ask a friend to pick up food 
for them.  Thank you to our teacher, staff and student volunteers and Rotarians who do 
the heavy lifting and loading. 
 
100% Remote or 2-1-2 Hybrid?  How to request a change to your child’s instructional 
delivery model.  To request a change to your child’s instructional delivery model, please 
contact your child’s school office and submit your request for a change in writing by 
October 30, 2020.  An email to the school principal will suffice.  Principals will strive to 
honor your requests in time for the beginning of the next marking period. 

 


